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Mark Your Calendars
for the following
events from the
ASCP!

 
March 17, 3:00 ET
Student Learning:
Games Arcade and
Cisco Aspire

April 14, 3:00 ET
Academy Success
Dashboard: Analytics

May 5, 3:00 ET
Cisco PACT
___________________

Scheduled Maintenance

On 28 February 2015, the Cisco NetAcad website will be

unavailable for 16 hours for upgrades. You will not be

able to access exams and courses during the outage.

Please see the times below to determine the outage

period for your location.

San Francisco: 28 February, 4 a.m. – 8 p.m. (PST, UTC-8)

New York: 28 February, 7 a.m. – 11 p.m. (EST, UTC-5)

http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=a6e64403922ce86a9d1a56583&id=0a92510ccd&e=


FCC Rules In Favor
Of Net Neutrality

 

The Federal 
Communications 
Commission voted on 
Thursday to regulate 
broadband Internet 
service as a public 
utility, a milestone in 
regulating high-speed 
Internet service into 
American homes.

 

Tom Wheeler, the 
commission chairman, 
said the F.C.C. was 
using “all the tools in 
our toolbox to protect 
innovators and 
consumers” and 
preserve the 
Internet’s role as a 
“core of free 
expression and 
democratic 
principles.”

 

The new rules, 
approved 3 to 2 along 
party lines, are 
intended to ensure 
that no content is 
blocked and that the 
Internet is not divided 
into pay-to-play fast 
lanes for Internet and 
media companies that 
can afford it and slow 
lanes for everyone 
else. Those 
prohibitions are 
hallmarks of the net 
neutrality concept.

London: 28 February, 12 p.m. – 1 March, 4 a.m. (GMT,

UTC)

Please make arrangements to accommodate this outage

for minimal impact to your learning activities. Thank you

for your patience and understanding during the outage.

Packet Tracer Usability Issues

A recent update to Java has caused usability issues for
many Packet Tracer Users.

After the newest Java update, when starting an
assessment, the PTSA loader would not load in
 classrooms until the security level in the Java control
panel was lowered.

Procedure In Windows 7:
Windows Control Panels -> Programs -> Java -> Security
Tab. Lower the level to Medium, apply, close and reopen
your browser. 

You still will get all the warnings but it will continue to
load and work. With the default settings, even after
giving permissions, it was blocked for a security
violation.

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a6e64403922ce86a9d1a56583/images/21c8d6ff-f850-465e-b799-01e1fc61c73c.png


 

Mobile data service 
for smartphones and 
tablets, in addition to 
wired lines, is being 
placed under the new 
rules. The order also 
includes provisions to 
protect consumer 
privacy and to ensure 
that Internet service 
is available for people 
with disabilities and 
in remote areas.

 

The impact of the 
new rules will largely 
hinge partly on details 
that are not yet 
known. The rules will 
not be published for 
at least a couple of 
days, and will not 
take effect for 
probably at least a 
couple of months. 
Lawsuits to challenge 
the commission’s 
order are widely 
expected.

 

The F.C.C. is taking 
this big regulatory 
step by reclassifying 
high-speed Internet 
service as a 
telecommunications 
service, instead of an 
information service, 
under Title II of the 
Telecommunications 
Act. The Title II 
classification comes 
from the phone 
company era, treating 
service as a public 
utility.

 

For Windows 8 users:
In windows 8+ changing the level was not enough. The
assessment would continue to present "wait" errors.

Users on the NetAcad forums have
presented various workarounds, including the following
procedure which shows both the sites and how to change
the "Exceptions Site List'.

Add the following URLs to the "Exception Site List"

https://assessment.netacad.net
https://assessment.netacad.com
https://www.netacad.com
http://assessment.netacad.net

How to Manage the Exception Site List
The exception site list is managed in the Security tab of
the Java Control Panel. The list is shown in the tab. To
add, edit or remove a URL from list, Click Edit Site
List and follow the directions shown.

Add a URL

Click on the Edit Site List button.
Click the Add in the Exception Site List window.
Click in the empty field under Location field to
enter the URL.

Example: http://myexample.com (Note: URL should
begin with http:// or https://)
Click OK to save the URL that you entered.
Click Continue on the Security Warning dialog.

Edit a URL

Double click the URL that you want to edit in the
Exception Site List window.
Make change to the URL.
Click OK to save the changes.

Remove a URL

Click the URL that you want to remove in the
Exception Site List window.

https://assessment.netacad.net/
http://assessment.netacad.net/
https://www.netacad.com/
http://myexample.com/
https://assessment.netacad.com/


But the new rules are 
an à la carte version 
of Title II, adopting 
some provisions and 
shunning others. The 
F.C.C. will not get 
involved in pricing 
decisions or the 
engineering decisions 
companies make in 
managing their 
networks. Mr. 
Wheeler, who gave a 
forceful defense of 
the rules just ahead 
of the vote, said the 
tailored approach was 
anything but old-style 
utility regulation. 
“These are a 21st-
century set of rules 
for a 21st-century 
industry,” he said.

 

Opponents of the new 
rules, led by cable 
television and 
telecommunications 
companies, say 
adopting the Title II 
approach opens the 
door to bureaucratic 
interference with 
business decisions 
that, if let stand, 
would reduce 
incentives to invest 
and thus raise prices 
and hurt consumers.

 

Supporters of the 
Title II model include 
many major Internet 
companies, start-ups 
and public interest 
groups. In a 
statement, Michael 
Beckerman, president 
of the Internet 
Association, which 
includes Google, 

Click Remove.
Click OK to save your change.

After making the changes, clear the cache, cookies, and
browsing history of the browser version you are using?
Then you will need to close all windows and open a new
window to complete the clearing of this information.

If you continue to encounter any problems please
contact us so we can get the issue resolved. Thank you.

Netriders Update

1. We will now offer 3 levels of competition (CCNA,
CCENT and IT Essentials)

Students may only compete in one
competition level in a calendar year
Beginning with 2015, students may only
compete in each level one time ever so they
need to be strategic in the year they
compete at each level making sure they
meet all eligibility requirements for the
competition they select
The CCNA competition will be 3 rounds and
the third round has a different component
(see PDF, Rules, or FAQ for details) and is
the only competition which rolls up to the
Study Trip Prize
The CCENT and IT Essentials competitions
are 2 rounds



Facebook and smaller 
online companies, 
called the F.C.C. vote 
“a welcome step in 
our effort to create 
strong, enforceable 
net neutrality rules.”

 

The F.C.C.’s yearlong 
path to issuing net 
rules to ensure an 
open Internet 
precipitated an 
extraordinary level of 
political involvement, 
from grass-roots 
populism to the White 
House, for a 
regulatory ruling. The 
F.C.C. received four 
million comments, 
about a quarter of 
them generated 
through a campaign 
organized by Fight for 
the Future, a 
nonprofit advocacy 
group.

 

An overwhelming 
majority of the 
comments supported 
common-carrier style 
rules, like those in 
the order the 
commission approved 
on Thursday.

In the public meeting, 
Mr. Wheeler began his 
remarks by noting the 
flood of public 
comments. “We 
listened and we 
learned,” he said.

In November, 
President Obama took 
the unusual step of 
urging the F.C.C., an 
independent agency, 

2. The competitions are non-proctored
It has been a challenge for many to find
times to proctor their students and
therefore some students were not able to
compete because they did not have a
willing proctor
Rounds 1 and 2 for each level will be held
on the same week but they will be on
different days of the week and only a 4 or 5
hour window for the competitors to login
and take the exams (we will send them a
reminder email with the exam passwords)
Exam time blocks were made later in the
day to be outside of most secondary school
times but also close enough that if you still
wanted to make it a required activity in the
classroom it would not get too late in the
day (dealing with 6 different time zones
competing during the same block of time)
The Netriders staff will be available via
email if students have issues while taking
the exams
We do realize that for some secondary
schools, Round 1 may be during spring
break.  Unfortunately, spring breaks can
happen any time in March and through the
week after Easter so there is never an ideal
week if we want to complete the
competition rounds 1 and 2 before May
when we run into AP testing and finals. 
That feedback has been provided by
instructors and AAMs over the past few
years.  Because the competition is now non-
proctored, we felt that most students who
are on spring break would still be able to
access a computer and get online to
compete.  It may affect a small group who
are traveling and not able to get online. 
For those of you who prefer to make this a
classroom activity or feel that your students
will not compete if it is not a classroom
assignment, please provide that information
in your responses to a survey that we will



to adopt the 
“strongest possible 
rules” on net 
neutrality.

Mr. Obama 
specifically called on 
the commission to 
classify high-speed 
broadband service as 
a utility under Title II. 
His rationale: “For 
most Americans, the 
Internet has become 
an essential part of 
everyday 
communication and 
everyday life.”

 

Also at the Thursday 
meeting, the F.C.C. 
approved an order to 
pre-empt state laws 
that limit the build-
out of municipal 
broadband Internet 
services. The order 
focuses on laws in two 
states, North Carolina 
and Tennessee, but it 
would create a policy 
framework for other 
states. About 21 
states, by the F.C.C.’s 
count, have laws that 
restrict the activities 
of community 
broadband services.

The state laws 
unfairly restrict 
municipal competition 
with cable and 
telecommunications 
broadband providers, 
the F.C.C. said. This 
order, too, will surely 
be challenged in 
court.

Source: The NYT -
http://goo.gl/6hwJnJ

send out after the competitions this year.
3. The competitions will be available in English and

French (to include all of Canada)

4. The structure of Round 3 CCNA is different

Includes a 60 minute, 100 question

technical skills exam

Includes a WebEx session where students

call in during a 15 minute window and while

on video answer some questions in front of

a panel of judges testing both technical and

soft skills as the questions will have to do

with scenarios that a Technical Call Center

staff member might need to figure out

(competitors will be emailed details 24

hours before they call in)

 
We encourage you to read the brochure for more details
on what past competitors have shared as the value
participating in the NetRiders competition.  There is also
the official rules and an FAQ posted for each
competition. 
 
Please encourage your CCNA and IT Essentials students
to compete in a NetRiders Skills Competition this
year!   Registration is now open for all 3 levels in the
USA and Canada.  Registration will close on Friday,
March 20. 
 
More details can also be found on the NetRiders website

at www.academynetriders.com.  Select the USA and
Canada regional page.

http://www.academynetriders.com/file.php/1/netriders_info/region_uscan.html
http://www.academynetriders.com/
http://goo.gl/6hwJnJ
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